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IT I STUDENT GOES INTO
SECOND-HAND BOOK BUSINESS
by Karen Gookin
UM INFORMATION SERVICES

MISSOULA-Some students work their way through college by pumping gas.

Others wait tables or

work night shifts as janitors.
One imaginative University of Montana student, however, may have a unique method
of earning money.

He has "set up shop" on the Missoula campus to try and sell as many

of his science fiction books as possible at 25 cents each.

He had 1,500 of then to

start with.
The salesman, Otto D. Larsen, an undergraduate in chemistry who has been attending
the University of Montana for a year under the G. I. Bill, started collecting science
fiction novels about eight years ago.

He said he's been an avid science fiction fan

"since about the fourth grade, when my brother got me hooked on the books."
"I finally decided I liked science better than science fiction," Larsen said, "and
since then I ve been reading what college professors ask me to read."
A native of Green River. Wyoming, Larsen was graduated from the Green River High
Scnool in 1957.

Ho joined the service in 1957..

Mountain College in Billings.

Prom 1961-65 he attended Rocky

Before enrolling at UM he and his family lived in Libby.

Larsen's collection includes "Famham's Freehold" by Robert A. Heinlein, "Martian
Time-slip" by Phillip K. Dick, and "Childoood's End" by Arthur C. Clarke.
He also will sell the entire Conan series by Howard, DeCamp and Carter, a series
dealing with the Lost City of Atlantis.

Larsen says he also plans to sell "almost every

thing Edgar Burroughs has written," and some of Ray Bradbury's books.

more
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Larsen is willing to sell part of his nonfiction collection too.

His five-year

collection of the? magazine "Scientific American" will be sold to the first person who
wants to lug it home.
Most of the books are still in boxes in his garage, Larsen said, but he plans on
carting them to the UM campus, 300 at a time, and setting up shop under a tree between
the Liberal Arts and Psychology buildings.
On Friday (July 24) Larsen hopes to have his entire collection on display.
"Noon is about the best time to sell," he said, "Because more people are on campus
with time to browse."
Friday (July 17) was Larsen's first day in the second-hand book business.

He got

off to a good start by selling a few of the Tarzan series, some of the Edgar Burroughs
novels, and four of J.R.R. Tolkien's earliest books.

Since then he has sold about 150

of his books.
"There are a few books I'd rather not part with," Larsen said, "like Tolkien's
'Lord of the Rings.'"
Most of the 1,500 science fiction novels will be up for grabs, though, at 25 cents
each, while Larsen is tending shop on the UM campus during the next few weeks.
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